a 
| —_ 
ee 


ns CC ' Samuel P. Hayes Research Library 
erkins SCHOO! Perkins School for the Blind 
FOR THI 


175 N. Beacon Street 
. : : ; .* ? a BLI N D Watertown, MA 02472 





Photographs: Right: Nella Braddy Henney. Left: Helen Keller, Henney and Polly Thomson. 


Nella Braddy Henney Collection, Box 2 


Series 1: Original Correspondence 


Box 2: Folder 1-5: Correspondence to NBH, 1940-1942 


Correspondence with and about Helen Keller and Anne Sullivan. Henney was Sullivan’s 
biographer and a close friend of Keller and Sullivan for many years. 


Visit: http://www.perkinsarchives.o 





rg/nbh.html for complete finding aid 








TITLE: Nella Braddy Henney Collection Finding Aid 


CREATOR: Nella Braddy Henney; Keith Henney 


DATE RANGE: 1903-1976 
CALL NUMBER: AG151 
PROVENANCE: Donated by Keith Henney, Nella Braddy Henney's spouse, circa 1975. 


SCOPE AND CONTENT: 


The Nella Braddy Henney Collection is comprised of correspondence, notes, photographs, articles, 
clippings, publications, and other materials related to Helen Keller, Anne Sullivan Macy, Polly Thomson, 
and Nella Braddy Henney. The correspondence spans the years of 1927 to 1969, and is to and from Helen 
Keller, Anne Sullivan Macy, Polly Thomson, and Nella Braddy Henney between themselves and others. 
The notes, photographs, articles, clippings, publications and other materials relate to the lives of Helen 
Keller, Anne Sullivan Macy, Polly Thomson and Nella Braddy Henney, and are interspersed throughout the 
collection, as well as within their respective series. 


The extensive correspondence collection contains letters, memos, and notes in relation to Braddy Henney’s 
work for Helen Keller during Keller’s lifetime, and on research for Braddy Henney’s book, Anne Sullivan 
Macy: The story behind Helen Keller (1933). Keller’s correspondence includes letters with others, such as 
Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain; copies), Perkins Directors Edward E. Allen and Gabriel Farrell, Charles F. 
F. Campbell, actress Katherine Cornell, and other notable people. These letters were forwarded to Nella 
Braddy Henney for use while working on her book. 


Nella Braddy Henney’s personal journal entries are included in this collection, and supplement the 
correspondence. These journal entries span the years of 1938 and 1962. 


The photograph collection includes portraits, publicity photographs with prominent individuals, materials 
related to film projects in Hollywood, advocacy for blinded veterans, many casual images from visits to 
Helen Keller’s Arcan Ridge and Forest Hills homes, and trips to Martha’s Vineyard with Eleanor 
Roosevelt. Many of the photographical items can be attributed to the work of Keith Henney. 


RELATED MATERIALS: 


Helen Keller Photograph Collection (AG62) 
Helen Keller Photograph Collection on 
Flickr: http://www. flickr.com/photos/perkinsarchive/collections/72 157627310117390/ 


PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: About 15 linear feet. 
LANGUAGE: English 


PROCESSING NOTE: Legacy finding aid by Ken Stuckey, ca. 1975, updated by Emily Carta, 2015, 
updated by Molly Stothert-Maurer, 2013, 2015. 


BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE: 


Nella Braddy Henney (1894-1973) first met Anne Sullivan, Helen Keller, and Polly Thomson in 1924, 
when she came to the Sullivan-Keller-Thomson household to write Sullivan’s biography Anne Sullivan 














Macy: The story behind Helen Keller (1933). Quickly mastering the manual finger language, she kept 
Keller in touch with the political, literary, and scientific world around her. She remained in Keller’s life, as 
a friend, and also as Keller’s power of attorney, acting agent for all Keller’s literary matters, until 1963. 
She was married to Keith Henney, also a writer and editor, as well as a photographer who took many 
photographs of Helen Keller. She died in 1973. 


RESTRICTIONS: 
None 


COPYRIGHT: 


It is the responsibility of the user to obtain permission to publish from the owner of the copyright (the 
institution, the creator of the record, the author or his/her transferees, heirs, legates, or literary executors). 
The user agrees to indemnify and hold harmless Perkins School for the Blind, its officers, employees, and 
agents from and against all claims made by any person asserting that he or she is an owner of copyright. 


CREDIT LINE/CITATION: 
Helen Keller Photo Collection. Perkins School for the Blind. 


SUBJECT HEADINGS: 
Keller, Helen, 1880-1968. 


Macy, Anne Sullivan, 1866-1936 
Henney, Nella Braddy, 1894- 
Perkins School for the Blind 


Thomson, Polly 

ARRANGEMENT: 

4 series, one appendix, 20 boxes and 36 binders. Note: Nella Braddy Henney is abbreviated NBH 
Series 1: Original Correspondence 

Series 2: Photocopies of Correspondence 

Series 3: Photograph Collection 

Series 4: Publications 

CONTAINER LIST: 

Series 1: Original Correspondence 

B2: Fl: NBH Correspondence: to NBH 1940-1942 
Letter from Mrs. Richard Ruedy, January 10, 1940 
Letter from Polly Thomson, January 27, 1940 


Note: Contains Newspaper clipping “Art Masterpieces from Italy Show” 
Letter from Lottie Derreux, February 13, 1940 








Letter from Polly Thomson, March 1940 

Letter from Polly Thomson, March 21, 1940 
Letter Robert Irwin to Polly Thomson, March 19, 1940 
Note: Associated with March 21, 1940 note from Polly Thomson. 
Letter from Polly Thomson, March 27, 1940 
Letter from Helen Keller & Polly Thomson, April 30, 1940 
Letter from Polly Thomson, May 4, 1940 

Letter from Polly Thomson, August 2, 1940 
Letter from Polly Thomson, August 5, 1940 
Letter from Polly Thomson, August 8, 1940 
Letter from Polly Thomson, August 13, 1940 
Letter from Polly Thomson, August 28,1940 
Letter from Polly Thomson, October 8,1940 
Letter from Polly Thomson, October 10,1940 
Letter from Polly Thomson, December 6, 1940 
Letter from Polly Thomson, December 27, 1940 
Letter from Polly Thomson, 1940 

Letter from Polly Thomson, 1940 

Letter from Polly Thomson, January 1941 
Letter from Polly Thomson, February 16, 1941 
Letter from Polly Thomson, March 12,1941 
Letter from Polly Thomson, March 28, 1941 
Letter from Polly Thomson, April 4, 1941 
Letter from Polly Thomson, May 31, 1941 
Letter from Polly Thomson, June 1941 

Letter from Polly Thomson, April 30, 1941 
Letter from Polly Thomson, August 25, 1941 
Letter from Polly Thomson, September 17, 1941 
Letter to Polly Thomson from Margaret, August 10, 1941 
Letter from Polly Thomson, September 19, 1941 
Letter from Polly Thomson, September 25, 1941 
Letter from Polly Thomson, October 13, 1941 
Postcard from Polly Thomson, December 1941 
Letter from Polly Thomson, December 13, 1941 
Letter from Polly Thomson, December 25, 1941 
Letter from Polly Thomson, December 30, 1941 
Letter from Polly Thomson, January 1941 

Letter from Polly Thomson, January 9, 1942 
Letter from Polly Thomson, February 2, 1942 
Letter from Polly Thomson, April 1942 

Letter from Polly Thomson, April 15, 1942 
Letter from Polly Thomson, May 20, 1942 
Letter from Polly Thomson, June 3, 1942 
Postcard from Polly Thomson, June 11, 1942 


B2:F2: NBH Correspondence: to NBH 1942-194 


Telegram from Polly Thomson, May 27, 1942 
Letter from Polly Thomson, July 1, 1942 
Letter for Polly Thomson, July 9, 1942 

Letter for Polly Thomson, August 11, 1942 
Letter from Polly Thomson, August 29, 1942 








Letter from Polly Thomson, October 7, 1942 
Post card from Polly Thomson, November 10, 1942 
Letter from Polly Thomson, December 7, 1942 
Letter from Polly Thomson, December 9, 1942 
Note from Polly Thomson, 1938 
Note: with newspaper clipping by Ivy Litvinoff 
Letter from Polly Thomson, December 31, 1942 
Letter from Polly Thomson, 1943 
Letter from Polly Thomson, 1943 
Letter from Polly Thomson, 1943 
Letter from Polly Thomson, 1943 
Letter from Polly Thomson, January 14, 1943 
Note from Polly Thomson, 1943 
Letter from Polly Thomson, January 26, 1943 
Letter from Polly Thomson, March 16, 1943 
Letter from Polly Thomson, March 27, 1943 
Letter from Polly Thomson, April 1943 
Letter from Polly Thomson, April 5, 1943 
Letter from Polly Thomson, April 12, 1943 
Copy of request for work of the Gray Lady (The New York Times), and request for Braille questions for 
exam, 1943/1944 
Letter from Polly Thomson, May 1, 1943 
Postcard from Polly Thomson, May 7, 1943 
Letter from Polly Thomson, May 27, 1943 
Letter from Polly Thomson, June 24, 1943 
Letter from Polly Thomson, September 30, 1943 
Letter from Polly Thomson, November 20,1943 
Postcard from Polly Thomson, November 30, 1943 
Letter from Polly Thomson, December 20, 1943 
Letter from Polly Thomson, December 27, 1943 
Letter from Polly Thomson, January 1944 
Letter from Sgt. H. Hazelton, February 18, 1944 
Letter from Daniel Nye, March 21, 1944 
Letter from Polly Thomson, April 1944 
Postcard from Polly Thomson, April 3, 1944 
Invitation to Polly and Keith Thomson, 1944 
Note: invitation to the commissioning of H.S.S. Mansfield on April 14, 1944 
Letter from Polly Thomson, April 24, 1944 
Note: With a copy of note from American Foundation for the Blind 
Letter from Polly Thomson, 1944 
Letter from Lillian Sullivan, April 14, 1944 
Postcard from Polly Thomson, April 25, 1944 
Letter from Polly Thomson, May 1944 
Letter from Polly Thomson, June 12, 1944 
Letter from Polly Thomson, June 1944 
Letter from Polly Thomson, June 26, 1944 
Letter from Polly Thomson, July 17, 1944 
Postcard from Polly Thomson, July 20, 1944 
Letter from Helga Lende, August 15, 1944 
Letter from Polly Thomson, April 15, 1944 
Letter from Polly Thomson, September 2, 1944 
Letter from Polly Thomson, September 7, 1944 








Letter from Joe Davidson, October 17, 1945 
Letter from Polly Thomson, October 18, 1944 
Letter from Polly Thomson, October 28, 1944 


B2:F3: NBH Correspondence: to NBH 1944-1947 


Letter from Polly Thomson, November 27, 1944 
Letter from Polly Thomson, December 1, 1944 
Letter from Polly Thomson, December 2, 1944 
Letter from Polly Thomson, 1944 

Letter from Polly Thomson, circa Feb 1944 

Letter from Polly Thomson, 1944 

Note: on same page as following letter 

Letter from Polly Thomson, January 2, 1944 
Letter from Polly Thomson, 1944 

Letter from Polly Thomson, 1944 

Letter from Polly Thomson, January 30, 1945 
Letter from Polly Thomson, February 8, 1945 
Note: with enclosed note to Polly Thomson from Amber. 
Letter from Polly Thomson, March 3, 1945 

Letter from Polly Thomson, March 12, 1945 

Letter from Polly Thomson, August 24, 1945 
Letter from Polly Thomson, September 26, 1945 
Letter from Polly Thomson, October 5, 1945 
Letter from Polly Thomson, October 19,1945 
Postcard from Polly Thomson, November 19, 1945 
Letter from Polly Thomson, 1945 

Letter from Polly Thomson, 1945 

Letter from Ann Henney, 1945 

Letter from Nella’s father, 1945 

Letter from Polly Thomson, January 9, 1946 
Letter from Florence Davidson, January 24, 1946 
Letter from Herbert Haas, April 16, 1946 

Letter from Rev. R. J. Thomson, February 26, 1946 
Letter from Polly Thomson, May 23, 1946 

Letter from Polly Thomson, May 24, 1946 

Letter from Ida Hirst-Gifford, July 16, 1946 

Letter from Polly Thomson, August 19, 1946 
Letter, 1946 

Letter from Polly Thomson, August 29, 1946 
Letter from Polly Thomson, September 18, 1946 
Letter from Polly Thomson, Herbert Haas, & Helen Keller, October 18, 1946 
Letter from Polly Thomson, November 8, 1946 
Telegram from Polly Thomson, November 27, 1946 
Letter from Polly Thomson, 1946/1947 

Note: with newspaper clipping “Helen Keller” 
Letter from Polly Thomson, January 19, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, January 27, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, February 3, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, February 11, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, February 15, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, February 19, 1947 











Letter from Polly Thomson, February 21, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, March 2, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, March 8, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, March 24, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, April 9, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, April 1947 

Letter from Polly Thomson, April 10, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, April 11, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, April 23, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, April 28, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, May 25, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, June 13, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, July 2, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, July 23, 1947 
Note: with newspaper clipping “Red Helen Keller Publishes Book” 
Letter from Polly Thomson, August 23, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, 1947 

Letter from Polly Thomson, August 12, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, August 28, 1947 


B2:F4: NBH Correspondence: NBH, 1947-1948 


Letter from Polly Thomson, September 3, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, September 27, 1947 


Letter from Polly Thomson, November 7, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, October 14, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, November 13, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, November 22, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, December 12, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, December 9, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, December 17, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, December 20, 1947 
Letter from Polly Thomson, 1947 

Letter from Polly Thomson, January 14, 1948 
Letter from Herbert Haas, February 3, 1948 
Letter from Herbert Haas, February 3, 1948 
Letter from Philip Keller, February 4, 1948 
Letter from Polly Thomson, 1948 

Letter from Polly Thomson, February 27, 1948 
Letter from Polly Thomson, March 21, 1948 
Postcard from Polly Thomson, March 30, 1948 
Letter from K., 7 April 1948 

Letter from Katherine Cornwell, March 22, 1948 
Letter from Lenore Smith, March 29, 1948 
Letter from Herbert Haas, April 8, 1948 

Letter from Polly Thomson, April 18, 1948 
Letter from Jo Davidson, May 14, 1948 

Letter from Milton T. Stauffer, May 14, 1948 
Article titled “With God for Her Pilot” by Frank S. Mead 
Letter from Herbert Haas, June 1, 1948 

Letter from Milton T. Stauffer, June 4, 1948 
Letter from Jo Davidson, June 22, 1948 








Letter from Herbert Haas, July 7, 1948 

Postcard booklet of Australia from Polly Thomson, July 8, 1948 

Letter from Milton T. Stauffer, July 1, 1948 

Letter from Herbert Haas, August 1, 1948 

Letter from Polly Thomson, August 17, 1948 

Letter from Polly Thomson & Helen Keller, September 18, 1948 

Letter Herbert Haas, September 27, 1948 

Letter from Polly Thomson & Helen Keller, 1948 

Letter from Polly Thomson, September 29, 1948 

Letter from Herbert Haas, October 4, 1948 

Letter from Phillips Keller, October 31, 1948 

Letter from “Chip Chop Vinyard Haven Massachusetts”, November 4, 1948 

Letter from Jo Davidson, November 22, 1948 

Letter from Better Vision Institute Inc., November 22, 1948 

Letter from Mrs. William H. Moore, November 23, 1948 

Letter from Martha T., November 23, 1948 

Letter from Lenore Smith, November 25, 1948 

Letter from Lenore Smith, December 5, 1948 

Letter from American Foundation for the Blind, December 7, 1948 

Note: Signed “Amelia”. On an update to a 1947 memorandum about Helen Keller’s finances from the 
Foundation. With attached updated memorandum that includes salary figures and allowances. 

Note to Nella on Helen Keller’s house 

Letter from Polly Thomson, December 10, 1948 

Letter from Lenore Smith, December 12, 1948 

Letter from David J. Sachs, December 9, 1948 

Note: Requesting contact about making a movie about Helen Keller 

Letter from Lenore Smith, December 29, 1948 

Letter from Elizabeth Lawrence to Mr. Smith 

Letter from Erik Sperry, 1948 

Letter from Elsa Loges, 1948 

Note: On book ““Alaska-Heaven or Hell?” 


B2:F5: NBH Correspondence: to NBH 1948-1949 


Postcards from Polly Thomson, December 1948 

Letter from David J. Sachs, January 4, 1949 

Letter from Polly Thomson, January 9, 1949 

Letter from Polly Thomson, February 1949 

Letter from Polly Thomson, February 10, 1949 

Note: With notes “the first ‘to’ in this letter is not Jo Davidson, but Joe 
Lewis; the 2" is Jo Davidson” and “Special” 

Letter from Polly Thomson, February 19, 1949 

Letter from Mary to Polly, February 16, 1949 

Letter from Braille Society for the Blind of W.A., February 9, 1949 
Note: addressed to Polly Thomson & Helen Keller 

Letter from Polly Thomson, March 1949 

Letter from Polly Thomson, March 1949 

Letter from Rev. Robert Thomson, March 10, 1949 

Letter from Polly Thomson, March 13, 1949 

Letter from Polly Thomson, March 26, 1949 

Letter from Effie, April 4, 1949 

Letter from Polly Thomson, April 13, 1949 











Letter from Polly Thomson, April 28, 1949 
Letter from Polly Thomson, May 6, 1949 
Letter from Polly Thomson, May 9, 1949 
Letter from Polly Thomson, May 16, 1949 
Letter from Effie, May 22, 1949 

Letter from Polly Thomson, June 21, 1949 
List of Publishers 

Letter from Polly Thomson, June 19, 1949 
Letter from Polly Thomson, July 21, 1949 
Envelope from Polly Thomson, October 7,1949 
Letter from Polly Thomson, August 8, 1949 
Letter from Polly Thomson, 1949 

Letter from Polly Thomson, August 26, 1949 
Postcard from Jo Davidson, 1949 

Note: addressed to Helen Keller 

Letter from Polly Thomson, October 7, 1949 
Letter from Polly Thomson, October 22, 1949 
Letter from Polly Thomson, 1949 

Letter from Polly Thomson, 1949 
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ART MASTERPIECES 


FROM ITALY SHOWN 


Botticelli, Titian, Raphael and 
Michelangelo Among the 
Masters Represented 


NOTABLES AT A PREVIEW 


Works Lent by the Italian 
Government May Never Be 
Seen Here Again 


Italian masterpieces of painting 
and sculpture, which never have 
been shown before in New York 
and which may never be again, will 
be put on public exhibition today at 
the Museum of Modern Art, 11 
West Fifty-third Street. 

These are the works of art lent 
by the Royal Italian Government to 
the San Francisco World’s Fair last 
Summer and shown recently at the 
Art Institute of Chicago. The Mu- 
seum of Modern Art has obtained 
them for showing here through 
March 24. Simultaneously the mu- 
seum has arranged a special exhibi- 
tion of paintings and sculpture by 
modern masters. 

The twenty-one paintings and sev- 





en sculptures lent by the Royal 
Italian Government represent the 
development of art in Italy through 
the Renaissance and baroque pe- 
riod. 

Perhaps the greatest interest will 
center on the most famous works in 
the exhibition, Botticelli’s ‘‘Birth of 
Venus,”’ Titian’s ‘‘Portrait of Pope 
Paul III,’ Michelangelo’s circular 
marble bas-relief ‘‘Madonna and 
Child,’ Raphael’s ‘‘Madonna of 
the Chair,’’ Verrocchio’s bronze 
“David,’’ Bernini’s marble portrait 
bust of Constanza Bonarelli, and 
Masaccio’s ‘‘Crucifixion.”’ 


May Never Leave Italy Again 


It is said that these masterpieces 
never will be permitted to leave 
Italy again. Even in Italy, however, 
the visitor would be compelled to 
visit Florence, Naples, Palermo, 
Turin, Venice, Milan, Rome and 
other cities in order to see the en- 
tire collection now housed tempo- 
rarily under one roof. 

Other works lent are Donatello’s 
“Bust of a Young Man,’’ Laurana’s 
“Portrait of a Young Lady,” Fra 
Angelico’s ‘‘The Naming of John 
the Baptist,’’ Bellini’s ‘‘Madonna 
with St. Catherine and John the 
Baptist,’?’ Mantegna’s ‘‘St. George,”’ 
Andrea della Robbia’s ‘‘The An- 
nunciation,’’ Pollaiuolo’s ‘‘Hercules 
and Antaeus,’’ Tintoretto’s ‘‘St. 
Augustine Healing the Plague- 
Stricken,’’ Palma Vecchio’s ‘‘Holy 
Family with St. Catherine and John 
the Baptist,’’ and Luini’s ‘The 
Body of St. Catherine Borne by An- 
gels to Sinai.”’ 

The Museum of Modern Art has 
taken great care with the installa- 
tion, giving the entire second floor 
to the collection. Ample space, jhar- 
monious backgrounds and special 
lighting add to the effectiveness of 
the display. 

The public opening today was 
preceded by a private opening last 
night attended by members of the 
museum. Yesterday afternoon there 
was a special short-wave broadcast 
to Italy from the museum, with the 
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CABLE ADDRESS ‘‘FOUNDATION”’ Telephone: CHelsea 3-2821 


AMERICAN + FOUNDATION - FOR: THE « BLIND - INc. 


15 - WEST. I6TH STREET 
NEW - YORK -N-Y- 


HON. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, Honorary PresipENntT 
Officers 


M. C. MIGEL, President Bureau of National and 
Int tional Relati 
WILLIAM ZIEGLER, JR., Vice-President-Treasurer nternational Relations 
DR. HELEN A. KELLER, 
H. M. MCMANAWAY, Secretary ELLER, Counselor 
ROBERT B. IRWIN, Executive Director March 19, 1940. 


Miss Polly Thomson 
Arean Ridge 
Westport, Conne 


Dear Polly: 


The check which I made today regarding the American Civil Liberties 
Union shows that Helen was formerly a member of the National Committee 
of the Union, but is not a member of this Committee at the present 

timee I asked Mr. Moore to telephone the American Civil Liberties Union's 
office, and when he did so, they would not give him any information over 
the telephone other than what I have just stated. Sinceetheywuld not 
give him the exact year, Mr. Moore has written a letter from his home 
address asking for this information. He is making the inquiry on the 
basis of the fact that he is doing a paper regarding Helen, and he wants 
to bring out the various interests which she has had at different times. 
As soon as he hears, 1 shall be glad to let you know. 


We made a separate tebphone call to the American Civil Liberties Union 
regarding Elizabeth Gurley Flynn. They say that the day and hour of 

the hearing has not as yet been set as Miss Flynn is on a speaking tour 
They s eemed rather reluctant to give any information. Dre Bond is follow- 
ing this matter up through some of his newspaper connections, and we 
will let you know immediately as soon as we have any further informtion. 


Very sincerely yours, 


: Robert B. Irwin 
RBI: rew Executive Director 


P.S. Dr. Bond has just found out that the hearing will be on the 25th.of 
March, but has not yet ascertained the time and place. 
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| Board of Trustees 


Dr. Eowakp E. ALLEN 


Director Emeritus, Perkins * In- 
stitutidén and Massachusetts 
School} for the Blind, Water- 


town, /Mass. 
WALTER Q. Briccs 
Detrog, Mich. 


Dr, Otis W. CALDWELL 


General Secretary, American As- 
sociation for the Advancement 
of Science, Yonkers, N. Y. 


HAROLD T. CLARK 


Trustee, Cleveland Society for the 
Blind, Cleveland, Ohio 






. Manufacturers ‘Trust 
York, N. Y 


Miss Mary V. Hun 
Albany, N. Y. 


B. S. Joice 


Superintendent, Wesgern Penn- 
sylvania See se for the Blind, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


*H. R. LATIMER 


Executive Secretary, Pennsylvania 
Association for the Blind, 
Harrisburg, Pa. 


GEORGE MACDONALD 
New York, N. Y: 
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Executive Director 
*Ropert B. IRWIN 


H. M. MCMANAWAY 


Staunton, Va. 


} 


*GEORGE F. MEYER 


Ghief Executive Officer, New 
im Commission for the 
Newark, N. J. 


M. C. MIGEL 


Ex-Chairman, New York State 
Commission 5 the Blind, — 
New York, N. Y. - ‘ . 


Cart H. MILAM 


Secretary, American i shibie 
ciation, Chicago, UI 


Wo. FELLOwEs Morcan ——- 


vanes Natio a. 
renee ive 


edt erige 


RicHArp L. Mo : 
mena ry uty 


G. A. PFEIFFER 
New York, N. Y. 
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Ex 
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Mrs. IsABEL DopGe SLOANE 
New York, N. Y. 


WILLIAM ZIEGLER, JR. 
President, E. Matilda 
[ Foundation for the 

New York, N. Y. 
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By Ivy Litvinoff 

“The Three Sisters” seemed just 
as remote from the lives of the 
audience when I first saw it at the 
scow Art Theatre in the early 
ses twenties as it 
does from the 
lives of a mod- 
ern American 

# audience. Why 
it should take 
three perfectly 
healthy young 
women, with 





pockets, four 
acts not to get 

‘ MME. to Moscow 

LITVINOFF needed as much 
explanation then as it does now. 
Pessibly it reeded more, for there 
was no housing crisis in those days. 

Perhaps \the difficulties of the 
sisters are interesting, just because 
they are imaginary (plenty of 
people are still “Glad They’re Neu- 
rotic”’). Perhaps the elimination 
of any material obstacle in the path 
te Moscow made it possible for 
Chekhov to use everything done; 
and said as symbols. 

‘Perhaps it is only because his! 
symbols are so artfully clad in veri- 
similitude that Chekhov has gained. 
the reputation of a “realist.” He; 
has shown in all his plays that he 
had in mind not mere stage-craft 
when he said: “If there is a rifle 
hanging on the wall in the first act 
it must go off in the last.” 

In “The Three Sisters,” the rifle, 
fn the person of the sinister buf- 
foon, Solyony, is there in the open- 
ing of the play, and goes off with a 
bang in the last act, when Solyony 
kills Tuzenbach, the betrothed of 
Irina, the youngest sister, in a duel. : 
No one takes Solyony seriously at: 
first—he is a funny little man con- 
stantly perfuming his hands, and 
boasting of his likeness to the poet 
Lermontov (who was killed in a} 
duel). But in the last act, when! 
the old doctor says: “This is his 
third duel,” and when Solyony, still 
perfuming his hands, says: “I can’t 
get. the smell of corpses out of 
them” we realize how significant 
his little ways were. 


Eyents Offstage 
The few “events” in the play): 
happen offstage: Andrei, the futile}: 
‘brother, marries, and then there 
isa sister-in-law to add to the sis- 
ters’ troubles. A fire breaks out| 
in the town, and everybody in the 
play comes to the sisters’ bedroom 
to talk about it. Jrina’s lover is 
shot in a duel. The fire only makes 
‘sense if we see in it the futile 
passion of Masha and Vershinin:| 
“At first it looked as if the whole 
town was on fire... but only one 
block burned, in spite of the wind.” 
Chekhov leaves us very little 
room for doubt of the real reason 
why the sisters could not make up 
their minds to go to Moscow. The}, 
play opens with the words: “Father 
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would never get over it. You fainted 
away. But a year has passed, and 
we can talk of it freely; you are in 
a white dress, your face is radiant.” 
(Stage direction: the clock strikes 
twelve). “And the clock was strik- 
ing then, too.” The love-interest 


a 


is centred in a man who had!|: 
served in their father’s regiment. |. 
The sisters hasten to tell him that 


their brother Andrei has chosen a 
Jearned profession (Father wished 
it), and when Andrei appears he 
has to touch the sore place at once: 
“Our father ground education into 
us... During the year following 


his death I began to get fat, as if|' 


pressure had been removed from 
my body.” 

Andrei finally gets a job from 
a man whom the whole family dis- 
likes (Masha has difficulty in re- 
membering his name properly!), 
and Andrei’s wife, the evil spirit 


of the play, deceives him with this) 
very man, who, like the father him- | : 


self, never appears in person, but 
is obviously intended to be under- 
stood as carrying on the father’s 
injurious role in the life of the 


family. Modern audiences will not | 


have to run very far to read. 
Splendidly Interpreted 


The interpretation given by 
Katharine Cornell and her company 
was in the best traditions of the 
Art Theatre—true symphony. One 


does not distinguish the harp or| 


the trombone, or even the first 


violin in an orchestra. We used to| 


say there were no stars in the 
Art Theatre, perhaps it would be 
truer to say of the present pro- 
duction that they are all stars. 
Some are bright and particular, 
like Miss Cornell, who gave a 
touching portrait of a lady trapped 


into feeling; but Judith Anderson] 


played the unhappy spinster Olga 
with a kind of desperate conviction, 
and Irina was the sweet and most 
Russian of little sisters. Ruth Gor- 
den made the most of the spiteful 
and insiduous Natasha—the fattest 
part in the play. Her performance 
was a masterpiece of virulence. 


The men’s parts are not all so} 


grateful. The unpleasant Captain 


Solyony and the charming, broken- |) 
up; old army doctor are the plums. | 


Edmund Gwenn and McKay Morris 
gave compelling performances and 
while Alexander Knox, Dennis 
King and Eric Dressler were not 
much more than “sympathetic” and 
adequate, there was real humor and 
pathos in the playing of Tom Pow- 
ers in the difficult part of the com- 
placent spouse. 

There is one other person to 
whom all audiences will owe a debt 
of gratitude, and that is Guthrie 
McClintic for putting the text into 
English. I am sure this is the first 
time on any stage, as all existing 
versions (not excluding the latest 
American one, made in 1941) are 
travesties of the English language, 
however respectful they may be to 
the original, 
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Unless you advise something else, there is a definite activity I very much 
desire -- the work of the Gray Lady. I understand that the age limit for such 
endeavor is fifty. However, in view of my extraordinary good fortune with regard 
to health, zest and animal spirits, I come to you with a request that this age 
limit be waived. Also I would suggest that if I take the examination after attend- 
ing the lectures required, I would have the questions copied for me in Braille 
just as I did at college. No, Mr. President, the flesh is not weak where the 


spirit is willing. 
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DOUBLEDAY, DORAN AND COMPANY, nc., Publishers 
GARDEN CITY, N. Y. 


Please address reply to New York Office: 14 WEST 49TH ST., 


ROCKEFELLER CENTER, NEW YORK DiGhewNia ki ; ° 1¢ 
/ : s March 21, 1944 


Mrs. Keith Henney 
111 Fifth Street 
Garden City, 

Long Island, N.Y. 


Dear Mrs. Henney: 


Mrs. Robins has sent me the two enclosed letters for consideration as we, in 
this department, handle motion picture rights. In looking over the record I 
find that we do have motion picture rights to this material but we would not, 
of course, carry on negotiations for a sale without first consulting you and 
Melen Keller, I do not know anything about Guy Endore but his letter does not 
sive me too high an impression of his ability. Possibly I may be wrong but if 
this is to be done at all it must be a very worthwhile performance. I would 
suggest that you write to him if you feel so inclined and find out what he has 
to say in regard to a possible producer,who would write the script, etc., etc., 
and that will leave us free when he contacts us, to make such decisions as you 
may feel should be earried out. 


For your information, the motion picture rights which we hold are on a 90/10 
basis, that is, 90 per cent to the author and 10 per cent to Doubleday Doran, 


With kindest regards. 


Very sincerely, 
DOUBLEDAY DORAN & COMPANY INC, 


5 ee ZA pe 


Daniel w. Nye 
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Che Commanding Officer, Officers and Crew 


request the honour of the presence of 


| M »-2 lube. [front 


at the commissioning of the 


i. &. &. Mansfield 
at the Navy Yard, Boston, Massachusetts 
on Triday, the fourteenth of April 
nineteen hundred and forty-four 
at three o'clock 


Please present this card 
at the Main Gate Ao cameras allowed 
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Dear Miss Boytel, 
Miss K. has asked me to acknowledge your letter of (date.) She 


still appreciates gratefully the noble sentiment which gave rise to the project 

of a chair at The Town Hall as a memorial to her teacher and liberator, but since 
calling on you and learning more about the method of procedure she has weighed the 
subject from every angle. Since it is a national honor contemplated by a public 
institution whose avowed purpose is to signalize and maintain memorials of achieve- 


ments beneficial to the people, Miss K. feels that it is outside of her personal 


sphere. She confines herself strictly to the trust placed in her hands -- work 
for the blind, and she thinks it gaukxef not in order to sokiaxkxfumdsxxx give 


names of possible donors among her friends even to a cause which stirs her ten- 


derest affection for the benefactor of her own life. Therefore she requests you 


kindly to dismax dismiss the matter from your mind as far as she is concerned. 


With Miss K.'s sincere regards, I am, 


Faithfully yours, 


Gente ow femme 


Lrooliell,, Pelle, He 


DO% =VUns (7ce 


Deas! Uke a 
L 600 (ro Bb 
Fath. Cu. ae ed fe me ae 


A itleds USL SULA Cu Ge 
e Atticus Hu La Colne tay 





Lne Undauela SVULG Whe ae 

bs ld. CB - ae vara. OG 

in k ay Re Lote Sh Co fe saw 
ls, BH ota 


a Puttle 





a = wa (A 
ty that Tee Uine fh Castel. 


ao el aa oee brcle 
Hele by bp Ip ar NTe ow 
br tick & Dirthae Wyle 
Qe fue XU ) te Rou 
UIA) WON TE 
See (bol Cx Ul Grd, tal 
data Lpot Ato. [. cs, Ue 
Diy Gi Le Mae IN 
ae caer tees lf- Ter orld 
or ntele tou Saar Se a 
Ce _, 
ae I AE “Ce 


aM 
Ue MEY AL TA a Qn lng 
Ur ra Be ett ate 
Ry, SeLTAACA, Ne bw 6 nol 


dyeurtp -Hnlat WALcq.d & & - 


ESTRORT = -~  £‘GONNECTICUT 


as ee 
Lens Ue OCS 


the Jul % Cou Cad LL Oxol LLLP 


ae = 

of CTA p Aeon yn Ue Un 

pea neue en oe eo nis 
A Che ata Cy (Ll 
efile Crus a ay yy. 

i : W/L o- Ne 

s Oe Ce a 


f, of 
te A a Les Cbg j= oO Le Je Bi 
i Geel trols it qd a = 


sts A Wye 
Sus, S ee Cae 


iS MO UeUs Uitte Way (oust f 

re an Kell Hie ae Cy Had bah’ 

ar tidee Hu BuUuorr muck ob OC, 
Sie sc Hutte Lie Cre SUR 

PH | burs Qc Me ie, 4 (t vote {tc- 


Bruny oly ee spent 
ett Ben , Auth 


: near Foie eh 2 
isl. Gea h(a u “ae 
teueentns 90 LOL, Cre 
. he 


eS an CLL UL {Ge i 
G(T CoAte We te et ee. 
FU. b C Mola ea NOo LL 


f- LSl-~ Wie 
| Me Fee Cas ph tats “onl - 
ae Mia, Bye ‘ ae atire 









Y bow >A 4 [lo pts : iG ss X Ke 7g hie 
a | 
| ; city Nel : 
oe Seen | sl 





ARCAN RIDGE 


ee ee ee ee WESTPORT - moni a 
———SSSSSSSS SS ee 








CONNECTICUT 


Dears. UeLle. Ahk ta fra » Sa 


Ue | Pra Cas Aut 
Q Ler COL ie pene 
oearaeg Oe be usu | C10, Te - 


e sj 
tL fr Odes Wee AY 
Gagne elt: =< o Sh WI 


Ca Gen ndy oA Reale’ 


Guns ake lige we a 
Tun es Unahit Lac are ree 


: ou 819 Oy. ae 
Ue 20 ae tane un (ect | eg fete 


SAO Qn 


en Oe OG = 
Re) i = Maui 
bby Pew Ge eke Loot 


Sam eT Oe 

tauheL, 6 3 F re ae 
ae Uaslt Ufiticn Ue- 

7 ra Ug Uepfug cu0 


uelkur, T kyu %'Y 
) cCaUuCe. He U 
ae a ean oi A agen g 
oid. ¥ ee bit we: 
ae 
rant Cote he Te clr Brac. 


ELEN KELLER = = 2 2 WESTPORT = CONNECTICUT 


gota gta fea Kl 
Lat i o del age “oe 
= Sai say “oe 


“ag a 





Ly _ a 
ULM fp LLL, Quy b 
Ue sl. Q Wat ‘ed_ Cou LAL 


af Ley et 
ee, Ut Br ma 
“dal ay ', Uurcole eee 


a re yet nA CW eld. eh ° 


Gl Ue Chl Lt, ao 
pict 7 Cee 
ie tee a ott 
Sele 
Oy CLO aie She ce fer 
UO ee rd 
wt Ske page 
aa a 
ice tice Gre Ob pt | 


TW 
P Sdn Kup te Rel. IC 
oe “Uc ly FUE Gabe 


OR : 


E Pea SEA 93-2820 
CABLE ADDRESS “FOUNDATION” TELEPHONE: CHELSEA 3-2 


AMERICAN - FOUNDATION - FOR : THE - BLIND : INC. 
15 + WEST + 16rH STREET 
NEW - YORK: 11°>N°:Y 


HON. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, Honorary PRESIDENT 


Officers Bureau of National and 
‘ International Relations 
M. C. MIGEL, President 
" : ; 4 
WILLIAM ZIEGLER, JR., Vice-President-Treasurer HELEN A. KELLER, L.H.D., LL.D., Counselor 
GABRIEL FARRELL, D.D., Secretary 





ROBERT B. IRWIN, LL.D., Executive Director 


August 15, 19h) 


Mrs. Ne B. Henney 
1ll Fifth Ste, 
Gar den City, ie lay Nets 


eee 


Dear Mrs. Henney: 


Enelosed I am sending you copies of the correspondence 
I have had with the Radio Script people. 


I have just talked to Polly Thomson and told her that 

we both felt there is not much to be done if they insist 
on going ahead with the script and are willing to correct 
the rather glaring mis-statements. 


Miss Thomson has asked me to tell you that their plans 
have been changed so that she will not be back in New York 
until Wednesday of next week. 


Sincerely yours, 


ee See 


Helga Lewde 
Litr arian 
HL: FS 
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Board of Trustees 


Epwarp E. ALLEN, D.Sc. 


Director Emeritus, Perkins In- 
stitution and Massachusetts 
School for the Blind, Water- 
town, Mass. 


Mason H. BicELow 
President, National Society for 


the Prevention of Blindness, 


New York, N. Y. 


Wa ter O. Briccs 
Detroit, Mich. . 


Fe ok ipinnysbieths 94 


Haroitp T. CLARK 


Vice-President, Cleveland Society 
for the Blind, Cleveland, Ohio 


Wn. NELSON CROMWELL 


President, American Braille Press, 
Inc., New York, N. Le 


GABRIEL errs D.D. 


Director, Perkins Institution and 
Massachusetts School 
Blind, Watertown, Mass. | 


Harvey D. een 


* President; Manufacturers Trust. ‘~ 


_ Co., New York, N. Y. 


“FRANKLIN F. Hopper . 


DPirege New York Public Li- 
' brary, New York:"N. ¥ 


Miss Mary V. Hun 
Albany, N. Y. 


B. S. Jorce 


Superintendent, Western Penn- 
sylvania School for the Blind, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


*H. R. LATIMER | 


Trustee; "Penhisylvania Aéidctation 
for the Blind, Harrisburg, Pa. 


for the - - 


GrorcGE MACDONALD 
New York, N. Y. 


CHAUNCEY McCormick 
Chicago, Ill. 


GarFIELD D. MERNER 
San Mateo, California 
*GrorGE F. MEYER 3 | 


. Executive, ranhanist New. 
“Commission: | fors the ” ee 
Newark, N. J. 


“” i \ " 


M.C. MicEL-: « . 


A 


Ex-Chairman, New York. State 


Commission for the Blind, 


‘New York, N. Y. 


7 


~ Ricwarp L. , Morris 


Mew York, NN. Xs 


6. oe weenie 
New baa N. x. 


| Rovent M. bie 


' Massachusetts Astoclations' for 
Promoting the Interests of the 
Adult Blind, Boston, Mass. 


’ Stetson K. Ryan’ 
_ Executive Secretary, Board. 


of 
“ Education of the Blind, Hart: 
‘ford, Conn. 


Mrs. IsaBeL DopGE SLOANE 
New York, N. Y. 


WILLIAM ZIEGLER, JR. 


E, Matilda Ziegler 
Blind, 


President, 
Foundation for , the 
New York, N. Y. 


Executive Director 


*Ropert B. IRWIN, LL.D. 
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J° DAVIDSON 
80 WEST 40 
NEW YORK CITY 18 


October 17, 1945 


Mrs. Nella B. Henney 
Snowville, New Hampshire 


Dear Nella: 


Thank you so much for your letter of 
October 10th. 


I am so relieved to hear that Helen is 
doing better. I called up Herbert in Westport, 
and he reassured me that she will be back in about 
three weeks. I am terribly sorry for me that she 
will not be able to be with us on the 28th. You 
see, the dinner has been postponed from the 23rd 
to the 2Bth. This is a chore that I have to go 
through, but I am glad she doesn't. 


; Ever since my return from California I 
haven't been doing very much. Doctor's orders, 
you. know. But orders or no orders, I occasionally 
over-do it and only realize afterwards that it was 
not worth it. 


Do let us know when you come to New York 
so we can foregather. 


With kindest regards, believe me, 


Ever sincerely yours, 


Ay : 


aie in 
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Mr. Migel became rather ill the day after 
you were here and it seemed for 4 while as if he 
might have to go to the hospital; however, he is 
improving, although still confined to the house, but 
it means abandoning the contemplated trip to Florida. 


He hopes to be able to go to Washington 
| before long, and will then take up the matter of 

Helen's tour through South America. 

In the meantime, he is giving much thought 
to the article about your visits to Hospitals; will 
you please send with the captioned photographs, all 
correspondence which youfight have on the subject? 
If there are any anecdotes, which might inject personal 
interest in the article, it would be fine to have then, 
too. 


Yes, we must plan for an evening soon., 


ea) 


Affectionately, 


Miss Polly Thomson “ 
Arcan Ridge 
Westport, Conn. 


Please see reverse side 
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FRANKLIN F. Hopper 


Director, New York Public Li- 
brary, New York. N. Y. 


Miss Mary V. Hun 
Albany, N.Y. 


B. S. JoIce 


Superintendent, Western Penn- 
sylyania School for the Blind, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Sretson K. RYAN 


Executive Secretary, Board of 
Education of the Blind, Hart- 
ford, Conn. 


Mrs. IsaBEL DopcE SLOANE 
New York, N. Y. ; 


WILLIAM ZIEGLER, JR. 


President, E. Matilda Ziegler 
Foundation for the Blind, 
New York, N. Y. 


Executive Director 


*Rosert B. Irwin 


* Blind 
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Dearest Sister, A 

I think I left everything wnder control this time, 
Whet a got The selling of the plant was as nothing--but ther: 
were three of us then. It seemed best not to have anyone besides 
Margaret. I talked to Miss Alice and she saidm that if we haa 
any one other person everybody would be hurt. That was better 
for Helen and Polly, too,so I passed up dohn and Mary. 

You know the sort of thing that would come up. Mothers of 
bright children wanted their children to meet Helen, I talked 
to Kelly and she said she would do if free if she could meet 
Helen. I told her that it was out of the question etc ete--told 
her all but that she is the last person who would be on a list 
if there were a list. She agreed to fix the tea and I held her 
down to something simple: beaten biscuit (Kelly says they are 
aristocratic); cheese sandwiches; cakes with lemon filling and 
tea(Cummie says that coffee is proper for the hour)--without 
a spices-sighs for. the spice looks pretine 

I fixed the table with the Golden wedding cover and with my 
chine. Mamma is going to help arrange the flowers--magnolias 
and snap dragons--on the hoof in Dublin, the snap dragon from 
tiamals yard. Louise Alsup is fixing a vase of Confederate 
jasmine and lending us her tea service---very simple --not 
sterling--one we could afford if we had one. 


Mama is excited and pleaved. “he was worried before the 





details were arranged. 





The house is not for sale. I at last heard from the Christies. 
. In the meantime, I am in love with the second house end I think 
| 


you might like it better, too,in the lomg run. Sig informal 


| & 

| yard and out of the area of terrific taxes, Not on the main 
Street and guister, Cottage in the yard already liveable. View 
from the back porch that will knock your eye out---that is if 





you don't expect a Foss Mountain view. 

Daddy has been sick recently. Spells of nausea, Mama told 
me that he says he feels that he might pass, out at eny minute 
end not come back, He is indiffersnt about it now. I want to 
so home and give Mama a rest and then I am sure that it is best 
for me to leave them alone. I sca lded hut the chicken coops 
this week-end. Had to be done but no good doing it as a steady 
diet. No usefwl purpose is served. 

Mama didn't want Mrs. Bright. , Didn't care, but didn't 
actually want her. It would have been an added complication 
so it was well fixed to leave her out. 

I am working on the house and near the point of resorting to 
prayer. , 

ily love, 


7 


The article enclosed is beyond everything! I have read it 
twice and 1 still do not believe it. I sent Polly some 
elippings but left this one out. "i111 you believe that this 
thing was concocted by Roberta “mith and varah Orv! I will 
leawe you the fun of sending a copy to Robert, Is this all 
you need? I can get more. 


ann 
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FOUR EAST FIFTY-FOURTH STREET 


NEW YORK 22 


January 7, 1946 


My very dear Helen Kelilers 


Yesterday's TIMES brought the 
account of the wonderful war work you have 
been doing. I read it with intense interest, 
all the time with a warm feeling in ny 
heart that you and I are friends. I can 
realize so thoroughly what it must have meant 
to those men to hear your loving voice and 
smiling face and dear blue eyes for those 
who could see you, and for those who could 
not see you how much it must have meant to 
realize, through you, that there is still so 
much in life for them to enjoy and to give 
out to the world, 


I know how busy you are but if 
there comes a time during the winter when you 
will be in New York and have a free hour or 
two, I do wish you and dear Polly Thompson 
would come to see me, I am very well and very 
proud of eighteen deer little greatgrandchildren. 


My greetings to you both and all 
kinds of good wishes for the coming year. 


Affectionately, 


ote (MED ea 
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tel. buckingham 3461 


STONE COURT FARM 
LAHASKA, PENNA. 


January 24, 1946 


Dear Nella: 


your warm lovely letter just arrived. 
we are indeed thankful to you to have reminded us 
of Bill Mauldin. He is a wonderful boy and I am sure 
Jo will be able to do something for him. Jo will get 
in touch with him at onee as I believe he has something 
he wanted to see him about for a long time . we will 
tell you about it when we see you in town, as we are 
| going to be there on January 31 and we are looking 
forward with joy to lunching with you and Helen and 
| Polly. 


jo is very busy being a seulptor, for a change, and I 

am very busy tring to manage this country way of life. 

we have a very bumptuous young couple cooking and cleaning 
for us now - but never having done this kind of work 
before they need a lot of guiding and I am not very 

good at training anyone, so the house is sort of jolly 
informal and expensive. 


our love to your dear Nella and until next Thursday then 


our warmest regards, 


y 
ee 








Arcan Ridge, Westport, Conn, 


Dear Mrs. Henney; 


I am inslosing a letter which I 
think only you can answer or take care of 
without bothering the Plastic Girls whom 
are kept very very busy. 

I am stillplanning my intended 
visit to Garden City, which I hope will be 


in the near future. 


Thanking you in advance for your 


attention. I an, 
Very truly yurs, 


Herbert. 
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July 16, 1946 


Mrs. Nella Henney 
Foss Mountain 
Snowville, N. He 


Dear Mrs. Henney: 


While spending a delightful day with Helen and Polly last 
Thursday, July llth, at Arcan Ridge, I found they had some 
problems with which they wished you to help them. 


1. Should Helen give a written statement giving 
her permission to use her name in a written 
statement from her when publishing the article, 
as per the attached letter from William Ce Still? 


2. What should schools, individuals, ete pay for the 
permission to use “If I had Three Days to See," or 
any part of it - or for any of Helen's publications? 
Ag you realize, they get many requests of the kind. 


3. Coronet Magazine sent a Miss Janice Diety to our 
office for research material regarding Helen Keller, 
on June 6th. It seems the Magazine is publishing a 
series of articles on famous women. After Miss Diety 
finishes her research, she requests an interview with 
Helen. The question is - “do you think they should 
give the interview?" 


It is a personal pleasure to write to you, for it has been 4a 
very long time since I last saw you. I sincerely trust that 
both you and Mr. Henney are well and enjoying the summer in 
New Hampshire. 


With the best of good wishes to you both 
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Dearest Polly, 

We have had all but good weather since our 
arrival. I did so want Stuart to get the most out of his 
stay thissummer, because the sun and bathing in the salt 
sea would be excellent for his wretched feet.and legs. The 
summer is yet young, however, aa we may benefit by lots of 
hot sun later, I have heard how hot it’hes been inland, and 
I do so hope that you and Helen have notbeen uncomfortable 
on pee of it. 

You asked ne, .win we talked last on the tele- 
phone, to tell you something about the meeting in September, 
when the League is very eager to have Helen speak with Mr. 
Elmer Carter,New York Commissioner “gainst Racial Discrimin- 
ation. As it will be United Nations Week,September 3 to 10,. 
when we plan the meeting, along with many other mass meetings 
and rallies in Fairfield County, it would be fitting to have 
Helen give recognition & the multiple character of American 
culture and our need for utilizing every expression of that 
culture within the community. From a practical point of 
view, there should be expressed,again and again, this year, 
before legislation on fair employment practice is under way 
in Connectiut a clear formulation oF democratic ideals and 
and realities, particula#ly in discussing such common pboblems 
as housing, civic rights,education and employments Now, 
whatever Helen wishes to say,in view of United Nations Week 
and the tensions in group relations, will be perfect,I know, 
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GurFrorRD-DboLM & Cormpary, INc. 
412 TEXAS BANK BUILDING 


DALLAS 2 TEXAS 


Feby 4 1948. 


Mrs Keith Henngy, 
1ll Fifth Street, 
Garden City New York. 


Dear Mrs Hemney;- 


Thanks for your kind letter of Jan 30th relative 
to the trip to the Orient Sister Helen ami Polly have lined up. 

If my letters have disturbed them I am of course very 
sorry but since I doubt the advisability of the trip I thought it 
my duty to tell them and I neither expect nor intend that anything 
I mmy say or think shall unduely influence then. 

While I trust you will not refer it to Sister Helen 
and Polly, I say te you frankly that I beleive the American people 
will remember Pearl Harbor and its results a long time and as long as 
we have one single American boy blinded as qa result of that war am 
not yet as fully rehabilitated as it may be possible for him to be, 
then I beleive any sponsoring agemcy will have grave difficulty in 
explaining why just such a trip should have priority. 

‘c I suppose the Foundation, like any other big business 
who do’ things, makes some mistakes and that personalities conflict 
at times which is bad. However as I see it the Foundation has the 
know how and the ability md the backing and does in fact do more 
to aid the Blind than all the other very fine agencies combined. 
dome years ago I was a member of the Texas Commission for 
the Blind. We did not always like what the Foundation told us or how 
they prodded us along but wha we cooled off and thought it over we 
had to admit that in about 99 % of the cages they were right am we 
were just stumbling around in the dark ami guessing. 
Personally I would regret it very much should Saster 
Helem amd Polly see fit to openly support Mr Henry Wallace, especially 
Since 1 am sure he could not carry a single state or even a Single 
Gounty and possibly not a single town of over a thousand population, 
in the United States, at least. I dont beleive the fellow could carry 
a feather up in an express elevator . 

Wie a I would regard sugh support as sheer folly in so far 
as results @ould be obtained am at is more to the point I beleive 
it would be a personal effront to 95 % of the people who support and 
aid the work for the Blind. 

Thanks again for your letter, Mrs Henney, and if you 
Gan please help me stay in the good graces of Sister Helen ami Polly. 
We love each other dearly but as you may surmise on many of "the topics 
of the day" we just naturally dont see eye to eye. 


Ca 
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OFFICE OF KATHARINE CORNELL 
ROCKEFELLER CENTER 
1270 Srxtn AVENUE 
NEw YORK 20,N.Y. 


April 7, 1948 


Dear Nella: 


Forgive this long delay in answering your letter with 
the copy of your reply to Mr. Musgrove. It was forwarded to 
me in Atlantic City and since then I have played Baltimore 
and Philadelphia. 


IT am delighted to learn about Polly's niece. I talked 
to Polly and Helen (or rather the latter spoke to me) on 
March 25th in San Francisco just before they left their hotel 
for the plane. My heart was full of so many things--chiefly 
Polly's courage and spirit. 


John Huston is such a talented director that I have 
written him a letter, a copy of which I'm enclosing. I have 
never heard of Stanley Musgrove so felt it wiser to write 
Huston direct. I will let you know what I hear. 

Meanwhile, my love and all good wishes, 


As ever, 


Wiz 


a 





March 22, 1948 


Mr. John Huston 
4535 Ven Alden 
Tarzana, California 


Dear Mr. Huston: 


Miss Nella Braddy has just written me that. 
you are reported by a Stanley Musgrove to be interested 
in the idea of making 2 film on the life of Helen 
Keller. Miss Braddy has written to Mr. Musgrove tell- 
ing him that "the motion picture rights to the story 
of Helen Keller's life are not et present available. 
For some time & film about her great teacher, Anne 
Sullivan Macy, has been under consideration and this 
has priority with Miss Keller over everything else.” 
I thought it might interest you to know that Miss 
Keller and Miss Braddy feel these rights are mine, 
because for some years I have felt I would like to do 
Anne Sullivan Macy in pictures. I heave never actually 
wantec to make a picture unless a character presented 
herself for whom I felt more suited then any of the 
many fine actresses now in pictures. It is very possi- 
ble there may be someone else who would be better as 
Anne Sullivan Macy, but if you shovld be interested 
in talking to me about it I would be very glad to hear 
from you. 


Very sincerely yours, 





3249 NEWARK STREET 
WASHINGTON 8, D.C. 
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Dear Nella: 


Since our last meeting 1 have been 
up to my neck working against time on my model 
for the Warsaw Ghetto Memorial. Today Florence 
got me by the hair and made me look through 
my basket of unanswered mail. There I found 
your charming letter from Dublin, Georgia with 
the galleys of Henry Wallace's book which Polly 
sent to you via your brother. I'm so happy that 
you read it and liked it, ami to reward vie I'm 
sending a oor bound and endorsed by various 
notables including myself. 


We do so want to see you. Helen and 
Polly's absence from here makes it more impera- 
tive that we not lose sight of each other. When 
do you come to town. Florence and I want to put 
a "lean" on you and Keith and date you up for 
lunch when next you are here. So do let us know 
your schedule am we'll fix ours to meet yours. 


With love from us both to both of you, 
believe me, dear Nella 


Affectionately yours, 


@) 


Mrs. Keith Henny b 
lll Fifth Street 
Garden City, N. Y. 





Quiery: Have you any news from Helen and Polly? 
We haven't... 
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156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
May 14, 1948 


Mrs. J. K. Henney 
Forss Mountain 
Snowville, N. dH. 


Dear Mrs. Henney: 


Herbert has phoned me this morning giving me the content of 
Polly's recent letter. Isn't it thrilling to hear of the wonderful 
receptions accorded Helen everywhere she goes in Australia. I am 
particularly thrilled over the prospect of their having a Government 
plane placed at their disposal to take them directly from Australia 
to Tokyo, This will mean far less travelling inconvenience and may 
make possible some days of rest in Japan before the arduous itinerar: 
begins there on September lst. 


I have just received a detailed list of cities to be visited 
with approximate dates from Takeo and our plans for other countries 
are shaping up very well indeed. Herbert will be bringing a few 
personal affects for us to take with us when we sail from San Franci: 
on the S. S. General lieigs on July 31st. A letter from Madame Chian, 
Kai-shek has come and a special invitation from the Indian Governmen 
assuring us of a reception in Delhi and also an invitation from the 
wife of the Ambassador of Siam. 


I am planning to visit a number of pra oe ig in Washington 
week after next. This promises to be a triumpha procession throug} 
the Orient and Near Hast and I know will be tremendously impressive 
on Oriental people. We must hope for continued good health on the 
part of all of us. My personal greetings and best wishes to you és 
you enter your Summer vecation days. If there is any counsel you hav 
for me or any message before we start out to join Helen and Polly in 
Japan do let us hear from you. With friendliest greetings. 


Sincerely yours, 
ae Soop p 
MTS:UL Milton T. Steuffer 
P. S. Takeo Iwahashi of Japan has written asking for permission to 


use material from your "Life of Anne Sullivan Macy" in a collection 


INTER-DENOMINATIONAL AND NON-SECTARIAN SOCIETY ESTABLISHED TO PROVIDE CHRISTIAN 
LITERATURE IN BRAILLE TO THE BLIND OF THE UNITED STATES AND THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 


of material on Helen Keller's life and from Helen Keller's books. 
He wants to prepare this in advance of Miss Keller's arrival in 


Japan for general informational and publicity purposes. May I assure 
him that he has your full permission? I have written to the pub-—- 
lishers to secure permission also. 


Sincerely yours, 


Viele Mae ype 


MTS:UL Milton T. Stauffer 











[exceeons in New York are a 
dime a dozen—and worth no 
more, most of them. When we received 
an invitation to another one the other 
day we accepted with the usual mis- 
givings. It turned out to be a luncheon 
we'll never forget. 

Speaking at this affair was the most 
amazing woman in the world. Her 
speech took hardly five minutes, but 
she said more in that five minutes than 
most of us can say in five hours. There 
she stood—Helen Keller, blind and deaf 
from babyhood—on fire with an idea 
and setting all of us on fire as she took 
the world by the neck and shook it. 
We forgot where we were. We forgot 


Miss 


Keller at her desk. 
with their fingers. 





Left: Two blind children reading 
The Braille system is quickly learned. 


At 67, the dauntless Helen Keller is starting 


a world-wide trek to realize a life-long dream 


By FRANK 8S. MEAD 


the brutal world we lived in. We saw 
her only, and God with His hand on 
her shoulder, as she told us that she 
was planning—at 67!—to start out on a 
ten-months’ trek across the Near East 
and the Orient “to reach fourteen mil- 
lion blind still waiting in Egyptian 
darkness for a friend.” 

With a courage that God must love 
and that mankind cannot understand, 
Helen Keller will take the air on March 
26th on a jaunt that is enough to make 
a strong man shudder. With Mars still 
busy in most of this territory she will 


visit Australia and New Zealand, the 
Philippines, Japan, Korea, China, Bur 
ma, Siam, India, Egypt, Ivan, Iraq, 


Lebanon, Syria and Palestine! 

Why? To know why you must know 
Helen Keller—and the John Milton So- 
ciety for the Blind which sponsors the 
trip. You have to know what Mark 
Twain meant when he said that the two 
most interesting people in his world 
were Napoleon and Helen Keller. The 
Corsican, skilled in slaughter, cut down 
his own stature with wars. But Helen 
Keller, so terribly handicapped from 
the start, has spent the days of her 
vears adding to the sum total of moral 
and spiritual strength in everyone who 
has even heard of her. She has built 
a resplendent life on love of God and 


trust in man. (Continued next page) 


She stood at this luncheon, more en- 
titled to a grudge against life than any 
other person in the room, and she said, 
“If God could use the staff of Moses 
and the widow’s cruse of oil, perhaps 
He can use the poor talents that I 
have...” You could almost hear her 
listeners gasp. We worry over trifles 
like jobs, money, houses, clothes; she 
was worrying over millions of Eastern 
blind she would never even see! 

Have you ever seen those blind in 
the East? Do you know how they live, 
how they are neglected, or kicked 
around when they are not neglected? 
‘hey must beg in rags, in the bitter 
street; some steal, some become prosti- 
tutes—just to stay alive. They read no 
books; they hear no sermons. There 
are terribly few outstretched Christian 
lands, They are just tolerated, like the 
lepers and the flies. 


OW all this has been burning in the 

mind of Helen Keller for more than 
thirty years. To go out to them, to 
share with them the Light that has 
been in her across the dark lifetime— 
this is a dream that has possessed her. 
She thinks herself fortunate, blessed, 
endowed by the good God, And now 
she would give the last strength that is 
within her to placing the hands of the 
blind of the East in the hand of her 
God. 

She will do two things. She will 
speak to these blind, en masse and in- 
dividually. She will address mass-meet- 
ings—in eleven cities in Japan alone. 
She will meet with religious groups, 
social workers; she will go into city 
halls and government offices to plead 


FOR SUCH AS THESE 





with the men in high places for a better 
treatment of the blind. She will have 
endless personal interviews with the 
great and the near-great, the sighted 
and the blind. 

She will help lay plans for the spread 
of literature in Braille—and it is of more 
than passing interest to note the kind of 
literature she would spread. Not fic- 
tion, Not drug-store detective stories, 
but spiritual, religious literature. She 
will do that because she goes as presi- 
dent of the John Milton Society. 

With her goes Polly Thomson, the 
little Scot who has been her secretary- 
companion for thirty-four years. There 
is another great story in Polly Thomson 
for this selfish generation; there’s a 
torch burning in her too. When these 
two come to Japan they will be met by 
Dr. and Mrs. Milton T. Stauffer. Mrs. 
Stauffer was for some years superin- 
tendent of nurses in the Margaret Wil- 
liamson Hospital for Women in Shang- 
hai. Dr. Stauffer has been a missionary 
to China, a secretary of the Foreign 
Mission Conference of North America, 
and is now serving the Protestant 
churches of the U.S. and Canada in 
their religious ministry to the blind as 
secretary of the John Milton Society, 
with national offices at 156 Fifth Ave, . 
New York, N. Y. 

“For years,” says Miss Keller, “I have 


dreamed of visiting the blind of Eastern 
countries, and I cannot relinquish the 
dream easily. I feel a force drawing me 


to them that I cannot define. Both Dr. 
Stauffer and I feel that if the Lord is 
calling us to reach the blind of the 
world as soon as possible, we should 
take risks to accomplish our mission. 
We are not afraid of hard conditions of 
travel—we have endured them.” 

These two—Dr. Stauffer and Miss 
Keller—now join hands and hearts in 
an attempt to serve the fourteen million 
blind around the earth. 

Their effort really began back in 
1928 when Miss Keller appealed to the 
churches for current religious literature 
in Braille, that the blind might read. 
It was a plea that could not be denied: 
forty Protestant denominations  re- 
sponded and formed the John Milton 
Society. They publish two non-sec- 
tarian magazines in Braille: The John 
Milton Magazine for adults, Discovery 
for children; the first is the most widely 
read of all religious Braille publications. 
Recently Editor Stauffer put A. Cressy 
Morrison’s best-selling book, “Man 
Does Not Stand Alone,” through two 
Braille editions. 

Besides the magazines, the Society 
publishes a number of other works in 
Braille, offered free to the blind—books 
of devotional materials, hymnals, 
Christmas carols, religious poetry, Bible 
selections and a book of Bible stories 
for children, The readers number about 
9,000; they live in every state in the 
union, in Canada and twenty-six for- 





? 
eign countries. Two-thirds of them are 


women; 700 of them are preachers and 
Sunday-school teachers. They are 
members of 85 different denominations, 
though four out of every five find it 
difficult to attend church services. 

In the mission fields of the world, 
wherever a Braille system has been 
worked out in the native language, 
blind children are being taught by mis- 
sionaries to read with their fingertips, 
Until the John Milton Society offered 
its services, their “reading” was limited 
to one or two hand-copied manuscripts; 
today there are Bible selections in 
Arabic Braille, a life of Jesus in Persian, 
Sunday-school lessons in Korean and 
Telegu Braille furnished free by the 
Society. Good as it is, it is only a 
trickle, a beginning. It is hard to un- 
derstand how the Christian church 
could pass by these blind while hurry- 
ing to serve others. 





Milton T. Stauffer 


“They cried, “Have mercy on us, 
thou Son of David.’ And He stood and 
asked, ‘Who calls?” . . .” 

Hearing that, here go these four— 
the Stauffers, Polly Thomson and the 
tireless Helen Keller. We read the list 
of cities they will visit with a nostalgic 
sigh; some of us have been there look- 
ing at temples and cherry trees, sacred 
mountains and historic shrines. With a 
start we realize that we missed the 
blind in these romantic places. With a 
still greater start we read that Helen 
Keller, blind and deaf, will visit two 
cities now burned forever into the con- 
science of mankind—Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki! She will come down out of 
the skies in a more merciful plane, with 
God as her pilot, to speak in these ruins 
of the love of God. Look at it well, you 
weary world, Nothing like this have 
you ever seen before! 

CHRISTIAN HERALD 

27 East 39th Street 

New York 16, New York 


Reprinted by 


June 1, 1948 


Dearest Nella; 

I am sure that you can give me some 
advice on these questions of Effie's. ° 

Had a letter from Polly and all is 
well, received your letter and made her very happye 

My friends that were going to stop 
here for a few weeks so I could get away are 
going to Lake George instead, so now will have 
to figmre out a new way to get to New Hampshire. 

Eddie Clark just gave me two brook 
trout he caught, they were delicious, they 
made me think of New Hampshire, going fishing 
with Keithe 

I cannot firgue out this letter from 
Rev Robertson, he address it to himself on the 


envelope from Helen Keller.? 


Much Love to you both, 


he 


oF 






Dear Nella will you please write aletter of thanks 


to the following in behalf of Helen and say how nice 


everything ise 


Mre Lee Lovett 
Lovetts Nursery Inc. 
Little Silver, NeJe 


Robert 
Mr Gonwad Pyle 
The Conrad Pyle Coe 
West Grovee Pae 
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156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


June 4, 1948 


Mrs. Nella B. Henney 
Foss Mountain 
Snowville, N. H. 


Dear lirs. Henney: 


I deeply appreciated your cordial note of May 24th. Last 
week I returned from Washington where I met with representatives 
of the State Department to consider with them a special request 
from the Philippine Government that Helen visit Manila. Whether 
or not we c&én accept this invitation will largely depend on 
Polly's reply to a letter which I am sending her today. 


I share with you a deep concern over Polly's ability to 
meet all the exacting demands that will be made upon her through- 
out this tour. The itinerary for Japan seems to me to be a very 
crowded one. If possible I hope to arrange for two or three periods 
for complete rest and with-drawal at suitable intervals. One should 
follow the Japan itinerary. Another should come five or six weeks 
later in South China, another while in India and still another while 
in the Near Bast. You may be sure that both Mrs. Stauffer and I 
will be extremely solicitous over the health and well being of both 
Helen and Polly. We ourselves are not eager to attempt too much. 
The general effect and values of this tour will be just «s great 
if we do not attempt too much. 


I am glad you plan to have Herbert with you for 4 week 
before the Summer is out. Just to be assured of your interest and 
confidence in me makes the burden of my own responsibilities seem 
a bit lighter. I also know you will be following us with your 
prayers, constant love and best wishes. 


Cordially, 
MTS:UL Milton T. Stauffer 
P.S. You have doubtless heard of Mrs. Gifford's serious illness. 


INTER-DENOMINATIONAL AND NON-SECTARIAN SOCIETY ESTABLISHED TO PROVIDE CHRISTIAN 
LITERATURE IN BRAILLE TO THE BLIND OF THE UNITED STATES AND THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 





LONGACRE 5-7233 





JODAVIDSON 
80 WEST 40 
NEW YORK CITY 18 


June 22, 1948 


Dear Nella: 


Your letter of May 24th should have been 
answered long ago, particularly that it gave us such 
a detailed account of Helen's and Polly's travels. 
We have had them on our minds so long and are relieved 
to know that they are well and apparently having a 
wonderful time. 


We are delighted that Polly's niece, Effie 
Thomson, is going to join their household. It will 
certainly take a load from Polly's shoulders. And as 
you say, Nella, if there is any trouble about quotas 
we must get together to see that there is no hitch. 
B ut I am sure that for Helen the State Department will 
arrange everything now that she is traveling under 
their wing. But, when oh when are they coming back? 


Florence just talked to Herbert and we're very happy 
to hear that Polly is all right and that they are 
having a really fine time. He also tells us that 

they expect to be back sometime in March (which 

answers the above question) and reminds us that Helen's 
birthday is the 27th of this month. He gave us her 
address too. I shall write to her “illico." That's 
French slang for toute de suite. 





You say you're going to stay where you are 
until November. Bless you. i wish we were driving 
through New England this Summer or Fall. But alas, 
we are up to our necks with everything...selling our 
farm, buying a house in town, wrangling with Committees 
concerning the Warsaw Ghetto Memorial. And last but not 
least, struggling with ourselves to get into shape to 
leave here and go to France for a spell, which we must 
do. Florence says she wishes she was up there now with 
lh in the peace and charm of your lovely New Hampshire 
place. 


LONGACRE 5-7233 


JODAVIDSON 
80 WEST 40 
NEW YORK CITY 18 


=Qe 


And now I want to say that I intend to 
join with Katherine in that society called "now 
that Helen and Polly are out of the country and 
you so lost without them," to see you every single 
week next Winter to make sure you get through it. 


Since Lf am writing for both Florence and 
myself, she insists that I include her in sending 


you and Keith our love. 
ans; 


3 
te. 





1/7/48 


Dear Nella; 

I did not know 8or sure what to do with 
this letter, but thought it best to send it to you 
first, perhaps it should go to Dre MeTe Stauffer 
of the John Milton Society who is sponsoring the 
tour, if so Br.Stauffer's address is until the 
end of the month as follows. 

Baldwin Hotel 
21 Grant Ave 
San Fran. @& Calif. 


In any case I know you will know best what to doe 
Trusting you are well, 


Love; 


Herbert 
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Australian Studies 
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156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
July 1, 1948 


Mrs. Nella B. Henney 
Foss Mountain 
Snowville, N. H. 


Dear Mrs. Henney: 


The enclosed itinerary will be subject to change particu-— 
larly in countries of the Near East. Political conditions are so un- 
certain there that we may be returning to this country considerably 
sooner than we originally planned. Please regard the dates therefore 
as tentative and also as confidential. I also enclose our mailing 
addresses so that you can keep in touch with us during the coming 
months. 


A letter from Mrs. Hamman in Honolulu brought us direct 
word recently of Helen and Polly's stop-—over there. At the time, 
Polly was still showing the effects of her cold (virus x) but I 
understand both from them and Herbert that everything is all right 
now and that Helen is not only receiving a wonderful reception wherever 
she goes but is making a substantial contribution to the well-being of 
her fellow blind and physically handicapped in Australia. Had I time 
I would love to share with you some of the very interesting develop- 
ments as we have worked on the itinerary in all these countries. 
Government invitations have come in from half of the countries to be 
visited and I know Helen's appeal and the practical values of this 
"greatest venture of my life", as Helen describes it, will be very 
great indeed. 


You will be interested in knowing that we have already rais-— 
ed approximately half of the total estimated cost. Over 1,000 readers 
of our JOHN MILTON MAGAZINE have directly contributed over $2,000. A 
magnificant tribute to Helen and a wonderful demonstration of their 
interest in this mission of mercy and hope to the countries of the 
Orient and Near East. Mrs. Stauffer and I will be sailing from San 
Francisco on the S. S. Gen. Meigs of the U. S. President steamship 
lines on July 30th. With cordial greetings and best wishes to you 
and your husband, I remain, 


Most sincerely yours, 


utes, 0, Van pfen 
MTS:UL Milton Tf. Stauffer 


INTER-DENOMINATIONAL AND NON-SECTARIAN SOCIETY ESTABLISHED TO PROVIDE CHRISTIAN 
LITERATURE IN BRAILLE TO THE BLIND OF THE UNITED STATES AND THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 





August 1, 1948 


Dearest Nella, 


Thank you for your nice letters Received 
two letters from the girls yesterday, and very glad 
to say they are well, but as usual the continued 


grind, Polly never writes unless she sends her 


Love to Nella. 
So glad that Ann is with you, it is now 


eleven years I think that I saw her, I remember 


taken her for a ride in the new Car, which is 


eleven years old noWe 
Will le’ you know in plenty of time just 


when I can make definate plans, am still wrangling 


With Cameron Clark to getnthis house completed, 
expect men to morrow to put up the shutters, and 


fix some leaks, but if you happen to come down; 


do stop ine 
My best regards to Keith and Ann, 


With Love; 
Herbert 





August 1, 1948 


Dearest Nella, 

Thank you for your nice letters Received 
two letters from the girls yesterday, and very glad 
to say they are well, but as usual the continued 

grind, Polly never writes unless she sends her 
Love to Nella. 

So glad that Ann is with you, it is now 

eleven years I think that I saw her, I remember 
taken her for a ride in the new Car, which is 
eleven years old nowe 

Will le’ you kmow in plenty of time just 

when I can make definate plans, am still wrangling 
With Cameron Clark to getnthis house completed, 
expect men to morrow to put up the shutters, and 
fix some leaks, but if you happen to come down, 
do stop in. 
My best regards to Keith and Am, 
With Love, 


Herbert 
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Cherry-trees in full bloom at Goryokaku. 





M. C. MIGEL, Chairman, Board of Trustees WILLIAM ZIEGLER, JR., President 


FRANKLIN F. HOPPER, Vice-President 
GABRIEL FARRELL, D.D., Secretary RICHARD L. MORRIS, Treasurer 


AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND, Inc. 


15 WEST 16TH STREET * NEW YORK 11, N.Y. * CHELSEA 3-2890 


OP ay sat > TIT E® 


ROBERT B. IRWIN, LL.D. HELEN A, KELLER, L.H.D., LL.D. 
Executive Director Counselor, Bureau of National and International Relations 


Dear Nella; 


Thank you for your very nice letter. What a thrill that would be 
to speak to the girls on the telephone. I am sending you a new proposed 
Zhew Itinerary and all the addresses where the plastic girls can be reachede 
I am so mad at the Royal Sydney Blind Inste You know they were 
suppose to give Helen and Polly ons months rest before leaving for Japan, 
now I find out they will only have eight days rest, and you kmow that Japan 
has a terrific schedule. Dr. Stauffer left for California Friday, leaves 
for Japan end of month, had a long talk with him at his office, and impressed 
upon him the necessity of rest for the girls, not a week steady going and then 
a couple days rest, that is no good, but one day complete rest every third day, 
even if the trip has to be extended a month or so, I told him if he did not see 
to that,the girls would not be able to carry on, you know I am more worried about 
Polly then Helen, as her's is the hardest task. 

N ow Nella aunt coming to Foss Mountain as yet I have no idea when I 
can possible can make it, I am waiting for the builder to finish quite a few 
things here, and there is so many things yet to be done, but I will let you know 
plenty time ahead when I can comm. 


With my best to Keith, Polly and Helen sends you their Love and with mine. 





Please see reverse side 
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Vice-President, Cleveland Society 
for the Blind, C ( 
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WM. NELSON CROMWELL 


Chairman, Board of Directors, Ameri- 
can ipeailte Press, Inc., New York, 


GABRIEL FARRELL, D.D 
Director, Perkins Institution and 
Massachusetts School for the 

Blind, Watertown, Mass. 
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*WINTHROP K. HOWE, Ras 
Member, New York State Commission 
tor the Blind, Rochester, New York 


MISS MARY V. HUN 
Albany, N. Y. 


GEORGE MacDONALD 
New York, N.Y, 


CHAUNCEY McCORMICK 
Director, The Illinois Society for 
the Prevention of idness, 
Chicago, Ill 


GARFIELD D, MERNER 


San Francisco, California 


*GEORGE F. MEYER 


Executive Director, New Jersey 


Commission for the Blind, 
Newark, N. J 
M, C. MIGEL 
—x-Chairman, New York Stote 


Commission for the Blind, 


New York, N. ¥ 


MAJOR RICHARD H. MIGEL 
New York, N.Y 


RICHARD L. MORRIS 
New York, N, ¥ 

JANSEN NOYES, JR. 
New York, N.Y 

G. A, PFEIFFER 
New York, N. ¥ 


ROBERT M. PROUTY 
Massachusetts Association for 
Promoting the Interests of the 
Adult Blind, Boston, Mass 


STETSON K. RYAN 


Executive Secretary, Boord of 
Education of the Blind, Hort- 
ford, Conn 


MRS. ISABEL DODGE SLOANE 
New York, N.Y. 


WILLIAM ZIEGLER, JR 
President, E. Matilde Ziegler 
“Foundation for the Blind, 
New York, N.Y. 
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October 4, 1948 
Dearest Nella; 
How exciting it was to read your letter, 
I read it over and over, just imagine talking to 
Polly and it made me so happy that she says she 
is OeKe and her voice sounded like if she was 
telling the truth. Thank you thank you inadvance 
for offering to let me talk to Polly for xmas 
present,it sounds very exciting, I think it will 
bring up my blood presuree 
Well Nella I sure hope to get te see 
you even for a few days, the men have not finished 
with this house yet, but I will make it somehow 
hook or crook as the saying goes. When are you 


planning to leave there. ? 
My best to Keith anf my Love to you, 


Herbert 


GiFFoRD-HiwuLm & Correany, ING. 


412 TEXAS BANK BUILDING 


DALLAS 2, TEXAS 


October 31 1948. 


Mrs Keith Henney, 
Foss Mountain, 
Snowville New Hampshire. 


Dear lirs Henney; 


Thanks so much for your letter of October 25th 
regarding Sister Helen and Polly. 

Ve had the radio report regarding the curtailment 
of the trip and of course are greatly disturbed regarding the actual 
conditions. We had a p@st card from Polly a week or so ago which indicated 
they were tired but still going and hoping to feel better when they 
got into a cooler climate. 

I sure will appreciate any further information you may 
receive them and I am hoping that you and the other close friends up 
there will be able to convince them that stayimg at home or real 
close to home the rest of their lives is the thing to do. 

I tt£ed to get this thought over to them before they 
left on this present trip using muself as an example of not being 
physically able to stand such an ordeal but they couldnt see the ) 
matter as I did and probably would not now. 

ItS time to stop and take stock of the conditions and 
circumstances as they are, not as they think they are or hope they are 
or will be and I am hopeful that Sister Helen and Polly will do so / 
when they get home. I am younger than Sister Hé@en at least by several 
years and my own physical condition is far from being what it used 
to be. I have no complaint or alarm to offer- just beginning to wear 
out all over at the same time which comes along to everybody as they 
get older. Again using myself as the example I know its time for Sister 
Helen and Polly to stop still and look up at the board and find out 
as nearly as possible what the score is not what they think it is. 

Thank you ggain for your letter and I will appreciate 
any futher information you may get ffom them. 


Sincerely, 
(5 Alta 


PB Kellfér. 
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MURRAY HILL 8-4644 


JO DAVIDSON 
323 EAST 58TH STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 22 


November 22, 1948 


Dear Nella, 


; How pleased we were to get your 
letter this morning. We've been phoning Arcan 
Ridge for days and wondering where Helen and 
Polly were. 


Oh, I do so want to sit down and 
write to them -- and I will, but I'm answering 
your letter immediately because I can do no writing 
for a few days. The showing of my models and 
sketches for the Warsaw Ghetto Memorial opens 
today at the Jewish Museum and I must be on my 
way. 


I am just writing to say to you 
and to dear Helen and dear Polly that I am so 
glad they're back again. I realize that all they 
need is quietude, and when we do write to them, 
tell them they don't have to answer our letter; 
that we understand. And we understand because we 
love them. 


Wetre slowly digging into our new 
home, but more of that another time. Florence joins 
in sending heaps love to you and your Keith. 


Evér yours, 
\ 


Se 
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eee te Op WINS LILLULE - INC. 


SUITE 3157 + 630 FIFTH AVENUE + ROCKEFELLER CENTER + NEW YORK 20,N.Y. + M. J. JULIAN, PRESIDENT 
November 22, 1948 


Mrs. J. Keith Henney 
Arcan Ridge 
Westport, Connecticut 


Dear Mrs. Henney 
I am very grateful to you for your letter. 


The news which it contained was a decided 
shock. I had seen some newspaper references to the fact 
that Polly and Helen were returning home. There was some 
added reference to Polly's illness, but I did not suspect 
that it was of such a serious nature. 


I do hope that she can be made to rest and 
to completely relinquish her arduous chores. It seems 
tragic that this illness should develop at this time, and 
that it had to develop while so far away from home. 


My personal wish is that both Helen and 
Polly make it a special pointto coast from now on and to 
cancel practically all heavy work. The remaining years 
certainly belong to them, and they should take it just as 
easy as possible. 


I hope that you will give my sincrest 
good wishes to Polly for an early and complete recovery, 
and that you will convey the love and tender greetings of 
myself, Miss Young, and Miss Braslow to both Helen and 
Polly. I shall write Polly a letter, and point out very 
definitely that she is to make no attempt to answer. 


Again, my sincere thanks to you for posting 
me. I hope that things are well with you and Mr. Henney. 


Sincerely CUR 8 
I oe 


Lae 
Y ¢ 


MJJ:fb 





FOUR EAST FIFTY-FOURTH STREET 


NEW YORK 22 


November 23, 1948 


Dear Mrs. Henney: 


Thank you very much for your 
letter about Helen Keller and Polly Thomson. 
I heard of Polly's illnes from Mrs. Finley. 
Ali she knew at the time was what she had 
read in the paper that they had gone to Mayo's 
and I sent my letter there and hope that they 
have received it. 


I am very gled to have your letter 
with details and I am not at all surprised 
that Polly has given out temporarily. What 
she has done for Helen since Mrs. Macy's death 
has been so extraordinary that it is not at 
all surprising that her vitality is more or 
less exhausted. I am sure the treatment she 
is having is exactly what she needs and with 
her disposition and natural buoyancy she will 
come back soon to Helen. I shall write again 
before very long. 


Sincerely yours, 


(Mrs. William H. Moore) 





Mrs. Keitth Henney 
Arecan Ridge 
Westport, Conn. 
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C. MIGEL, Chairman, Board of Trustees WILLIAM ZIEGLER, JR., President STETSON K. RYAN, Vice-President 
a GABRIEL FARRELL, D.D., Secretary JANSEN NOYES, JR., Treasurer 


AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND, Inc. 


15 WEST 16TH STREET * NEW YORK 11,N.Y. * WATKINS 4-0490 
CABLE ADDRESS: FOUNDATION, NEW york 
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 654 Madi A 
HON. HARRY Sc TRUMAN, Honorary Pride | NOW york 


ROBERT B. IRWIN, LL.D. HELEN A. KELLER, L.H.D., LL.D. 
Executive Director Counselor, Bureau of National and International Relations 


Dec. 7th, 1948 


Mrs. Nella Braddy Henney 
111 Fifth Street 
Garden City, L.I., N.Y. 


Dear Nella: 


Mr. Migel and I were so distressed over what seemed 
that day a bad turn in Polly's health, and over the domestic sit- 
uation when we visited Arcan Ridge, that we are greatly relieved 
to hear Polly is improving and that a maid has been engaged. 


We feel that Helen and Polly are most fortunate in 
having your solicitous attention and invaluable assistance, and 
the fact that you have so kindly placed yourself at their disposal 
greatly lessens our anxiety on their behalf. 


The memorandum which I brought to show you was not 
left there; you had most of the figures, so it did not seem nec— 
essary. However, as the Committee, wishing to see that Helen's 

‘needs are taken care of as far as possible, requested Mr. Migel 
to determine just what her financial situation is at the moment, 

&@ memorandum has been prepared based on available information, and 
a copy is enclosed you herewith. 


If the figures taken from your memorandum of 1947 
income do not apply at present, it might be well for Helen or Polly 
to inform us. 


As to the additional $5,000. to be made available to 
Helen for the coming year, I am certain you will recall Mr. Migel 
heving told you and Helen that he intended to submit the proposal 
to the Board of Trustees, with his personal urgent recommendation 
that they authorize proceeding accordingly. To be effectuated, such 
matters require the action of the Board, and Mr, Migel's recommend- 
ation will be presented to them at the next meeting. 


The additional sum of $1,600. per annum allowed Helen 
beginning Nov. 1, 1948, making a total of $3,000. per annum for 
clerical services is not, as you term it, "blanketed" with the proposed 
extra sum of $5,000. for the coming year. The Foundation has already 
remitted the first payment for clerical services on the increased 
basis and they have received Helen's receipt therefor. 


Please see reverse side 
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I trust the foregoing is the information you desire 
as per your letter of December second, but if the matter is not 
clear, please do not hesitate to let me know. 


As to income taxes, when Mr. Migel referred to 
allowable tax deductions of which Helen might take advantage, 
there was certainly not the slightest inference that Mr. Sher- 
wood be "investigated" or that his standing and ability be ques- 
tioned. 


With many thanks for all your kindness to Helen and 
Polly, and with kindest greetings to you and Keith, believe me 


Sincerely yours, be =. 
eo 


P.S. As requested by you, I am sending a copy 
of this letter to Helen, 





11/29/48 


HELEN KELLER 


Salary paid her by A. F. B. 
(before deduction of withholding tax)......$6,300. p.a. 


Allowance from A.F.B. for clerical services, etc. 
GO) Oct. Silty) LIAS crave sicle vieleicia silt ey 400. 
Beg. Nov. 1, 1948 additional....1,600...... 3,000. p.a,. 


$9,500. p.a. 


Helen Keller Income from Carnegie Trust............. 5,900. p.a. 
From Personal Trust at Mfrs. Trust Co. .... approx... 475. p.a. 


$14,775. pa. 


Apparently in addition to this, as per memo. 
from Nella Henney re/ 1947 income, Helen 
receives from 


Central Hanover Trust. approx.........650.00 
Unitvarivin ASSOC. «isis sccsinc cscs css -~ 0000.00 
Royalties (presumably variable) epprox. 350.00 
Dividends on Alabama Power, Doubleday, 


and Standard Oil.......... approx.150.00 Lieto tee 
$16,525. 


CASH available: 

Bequest Of Wiis: Ne Cromwell's cietecicveioie's sivisieleivisicieis sicte/oele alelsvweteejeisies ap LO O00. 
In Personal Trust (Mfrs. Trust Co.) proceeds from 
redemption of Country Life 6% Pfd. Stock......seesereees 5,000. 


POLLY THOMSON 
Approximate annual income from securities deeded to 
Polly as gift from Helen Keller —- market value as 
of Feb. 16, 1937 approximately $22,835.00.......6. 


Annual income, approx. $1,150. to Polly 


CASH 
Bequest of Wm. N. Cromwell. .cccccessccecccecres 5,000. Ls My 
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DAVID J. SACHS 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
6331 HOLLYWOOD BOULEVARD 
HOLLYWOOD 28, CALIFORNIA 


GLADSTONE 4146 


December 9, 1948 


Miss Helen Keller 
Westport 
Connecticut 


Dear Miss Keller: 


I represent an independent motion picture producer 
who is extremely interested in making a picture of the 
story of your life. He believes, as I do, that such 
a production would be a classic in the annals of mo- 
tion picture history. This, of course, by reason of 
the fact that so many millions of people in this world 
admire and have followed closely your activities with 
close scrutiny, and have derived therefrom inestimable 
pleasures and delight. It goes without saying that 
such a production would be carefully prepared, presented 
and exploited with your full approval and knowledge. 

It is also felt that such a presentation today would 
be extremely opportune and well received. 


I should like to hear from you at your earliest 
convenience as to your disposition with regard to 
such a production and presentation. If you are inter- 
ested,in subsequent correspondence, other details can 
then be considered concerning the treatment, the placing 
at the disposal of the writer of the necessary material 
concerning your biography, compensation, etc., etc. 


Would you favor me with a reply setting forth 
your reactions to the matters herein considered. 


Very truly yo 7 





DJS/b 
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49 Kast 54rd St., New York 16, 
New York. 


Dear Mr. Smith: 


Here is a rough report of my reading of your manuscripts. 
I wish I were confident that it would be of real help to you, but 
I can see better now the pattern ef your mindtakes in commnica- 
ting your vast store of knowledge. I can see how your respect for 
knowle@ge itself and the habits of faithful recording make you at 
times forgetful of your audience. There is a world of information 
set down here that would interest a great many people. But by pre- 
senting it according to categories I think you are putting a burden 
upon your reader. This is true of the"lighter" pieces as well as 
the more serious work. The lighter pieces are essays isolated in 
time and space. The larger manuscript is designed for reference 
use, not for reading. If some way could be found to join the two 
techniques, both anecdotes and factual information would take on 
a life and importance they lack now. My own feeling is that a more 
personal frame of reference is needed, something approaching a chron- 
ological record of your experiences that would have a beginning 
and an end. The beginning is probably in one of two chapters-- "A- 
Pioneering I would go" or "The Line is not Busy". 

As you know the facts about a place, as the facts about a per- 
son, are less interesting than the sum of the whole which is the 


spirit or feeling. You cant get everything into one book, but I 
am sure you can capture more of the feeling ofAlaska and even get 
across to the’ reader with more force the vital facts if you. will 


' show him how your acquaintance with the country developed. You can 


always leave the main line of your story at intervals to elaborate 
& particular point. 

You have told how you happened to go to Alaska in the first 
place. What did you know of the country? What did you expect? (You 
may have covered this but it has been some time since I read the 
eatly chapters and my memory does nol: serve me too well.) Then 
give your impressions of that first trip north. What did the coast- 
line and mountains and rickety hillside towns look like to a young 
man°from the middle and eastern states? (Here is a chance to tuck 
in some of the description that is too massive for digestion in the 
large manuscript. )What was travel like? (And here is a chance to 
digress by comparing travel then with now. It will give the reader 
by implication an idea at which Alaska is changing.) 

What was your destination and what was your first assignment? 
You say the first expedition held little interest. If not, then 
it doean't need telling in detail. But let the reader know what 
you were sent North to do, and give him here an inkling of the 
country's assets viewed through a geologist's eyes. However un- 
important the first expedition was, it probably taught you some- 
thing of life in the north--th friendliness and curiosity of the 
people, ths trick of getting along wilh a minimum or cumforl, -..¢ 
valuecof making do with whet was at hand, the need of clothes 
proper to the task. Several psragraphs here could take care of 
what you have to say on Make-shifts. Surely this expedition sug- 
paeees that a geologist to be successful needed a lot more than 

ook learning. You might want to give in brief the substance 





of your chapter Geologist Plus. (This chapter, by the way, seems 
to me to stand alone better than any other single chapter.) 

Then, having established yourself and your purpose, you might 
take time and a chapter to give the reader a quick bird's eye view 
of the country-- not in detail as to topography, climate, etc. but 
to indicate how it is unique from all other places, what makes it 
attractive to a geologist, the things which invite and the things 
repel visitors and settlers. Write as of the country then, but 
suggest what changes have taken place in the fifty years inter- 
vening. 

In short, point out its peculiar assets and liabilities, the 
things.which have determined its history to date and will point 
its way in future. Dont just itemize. And leave for fuller descrip- 
tion*regions you will have occasion to tell about in connection 
with specific expeditions. In the same way, touch upon the weather 
but save some of the information to fit in with actual experiences. 
where the factor of the weather played a definitive part. The 
statement thet the freeze and break-up were epic events of the 
year is something else to dramatize through incidents out of your 
experience as the story progresses. 

From this point on I cannot suggest a plan for the book beaguse 
I do not know the order of your experiences. I cannot, for instance, 
tell where the chapter "An Amateur Trader" fits in-- whether this 
experience falls early or late in your adventures. I found many 
interesting things in the chapter and wished for more. It was tan- 
talizing to have you speak of the netive settlement as “fascinating 
place to visit but not say why? There are many indications that 
you enjoyed the Alaskans, including the Eskimos, but the reader is 
never made acquainted with any of them. On the one hand you expect 
too much of your readers, and on the other too little. The average 
person finds it difficult to absorb.a great mass of facts, but he 
wants to learn if the information can be fed him in a way that 
does not put too great a burden on his attention. If the facts 
can be tied in with real experience--whether it is the experience 
of the author or of people native to s region--readers will eat 
them up. You say that people dont want to know what Alaska was like 
fifty years ago. They do. And without that knowledge how can they 
appreciate whet it is like today or what it will become tomorrow. 

In brief, the book I see is the story of your acquaintance 
with Alaska over a period of fifty years. a story which would mix 
fact and anecdote--not just for the sake of a story but to explain 
the country as you came to know it. For instance, I would be in- 
clined to shorten the incident of your wife's coming to Alaska in 
the chapter "The Line Is Not Busy" and use it only to demonstrate 
the helpful and neighborly sttitude of tradesmen, telephone opera- 
tors, etc. The same of other anecdotes of a more or less personal 
nature. Use them to give the reader a better idea of the country. 
While it 1s not necessary to make a smoothly running narrative, it 
would be desirable to have each chsepter grow naturally out of the 
one before so that the reader would have a sense of growing along 
with the author in knowledge of Alaska. 

At this point I feel that I am probably leading you into rather 
than out of confusion. I think the only way the book I have in mind 
could be written would be for you to start at the beginning and tell © 
how it was, weaving into the record as you go along relevant in- 
formation and anecdotes. Then with a beginning made and some order 








established, it would be possible to say "This is 
is bad, "Cut here," Expand there." Does it sound like 
rajic ial it might be fun, and a wonderfully interesting r 
your family. There would still, I believe, + room fi 
sonal book even though ALASKA-HEAVEN OR HEE] L? is pub ed 

What do you think? I shall hold the manuseripts unti 1 I hear 
from you. : 

Sincerely, 


(signed) Elizabeth Lawrence. 
































DEAAVeliDee SeAnGIHES 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
6331 HOLLYWOOD BOULEVARD 
HOLLYWOOD 28,CALIFORNIA 


GLADSTONE 4146 


January 4, 1949 


Mrs. Nella Braddy Henney 
i ibn Stree 5 
Garden City, New York 


Dear Mrs. Henney: 


Thank you for your good letter of December 
15, 1948. 


The mere fact that a proposal such as the one 
made by me has cropped up frequently, as you put it, 
emphatically confirms my judgment in the matter. 


I am exceedingly interested in following up 
with the suggestions which you outlined in your 
letter and wondered if you would be kind enough 
to advise me when and where I can communicate with 
Miss Katherine Cornell. I quite agree with your 
judgment that Miss Cornell might find in this pro- 
duction a fitting and proper vehicle for her film 
debut. 


May I hear from you when your convenience is 
best served? 





DJS/b 
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of those things after so much of it 


Arnold Cook and his little e have seitied down in London, 
He writes such truly interesting and informative letters. Says 
John Jarvis has an especially loving t for you both. They had 


lunch the other day with Sir Ian and Lady-Fraser and were charmed 
with them. Arnold asks about you. 


During my hclidays Trixie Crabbe (who coloured the photo 
of you arriving at Guildford Airport, ) called nearly every day in 
-ner car and took my brother Bill (recently returned from thirteen 
years of Ca ) and me, down to Pevpermint Grove, which is where 
you and i and I, had afternoon tea on that lovely efter- 
— TO OT) g tre aT We had picnic lunches there 
and on the very hot evenings we stayed on for Tea. A most enjoy- 
-able and restful holiday. 


We are all glad that you have your neice with you, Polly 
darling. Funnily enough each of us expressed a similar thought, 
"he is sure to te the right person if she is Polly's neice!" 


Ernestine has gone again to the Country this year in an 
office job. She had an excelient reference from the. Fducation 
Department for her work with the small correspondence pupil and 
then: the Department asked her to take an "assisted" school of seven 
ehildren, from infants to 6th class, but the pay was very paltry 
sO she accepted a very remunerative one in quite a large town. 
Her horse is with her,so she is happy! - she Uphote’ me yesterday 
and we had a lovely long talk. Patricia is also in the Country 

switchboard of ¢#e Post Office, but after three months of 
Country’ she is going to ask for a city board when she comes 
in a fortnight's time; —for unlike Ernestine, she prefers 


leedless to say our President was thrilled to read your 
message to him. Your visit amongst us will not soon be forgotten 
and we are quite sure that a greater interest by the general public 
in our mutual work will result; - in fact, has already become.apparent. 
Blessingson you both/d 


Everyone who had the honour to m: 
- continued to ask for you and exp 
yreat good you are doing, my dears. 


mbeers of our Executive Committee 


You are ever in my own heart, Helen and Polly. 


Yours sincerely, 
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Arcan Ridge, 
Westport, 
Conn. 

April 4, 1949 


Dear Nella, 


Many thanks for your note. Indeed I am sorry 
to hear about Keith and I trust that his Bell's is 
of the type that decides to respond to treatment 
quickly. I always like treating this because the 
patient is so delighted to see or feel the muscles 
twitching once more. Do you know if Keith is having 
diathermy or is it galvanic stimulation? 


I hope that you are not having to contend with 
both this and the interior decorator! Has the latter 
done his darnedest and departed? I hope the results 
are satisfactory all round. 


No, I haven't got a job yet! Everybody is very 
interested and most helpful, but there just don't 
seem to be any openings around here at the moment. 
However I am going to Valhalla -- doesn't that sound 
wonderful? -- on Wiednesday to the Grasslands Hosp- 
ital there. A Dr. Lubarsky at the White Plains Med- 
ical Centre where I drove Polly to last week put me 
on to it, but he wasn't sure if there is a vacancy. 
He also gave me a number of places to contact but 
they are all specialists in polio or nervous condi- 
tions and it is general mixed work or an emphasis 
on orthopaedics that appeals to me. However I have 
written to them because at least they definitely 
need physios. 


fhe papers for the American Physical Therapy 
Association are gradually coming through, but I 


~y0 
} ‘re 


can't help wishing it weren't so gradual. The 
physio at Grasslands said on the phone that the 
Secy of the A.P.1T.A. had mentioned to her that 
there was a 0.S.P. member in the offing who 
would probably be wanting a job. As I do not 
think it likely that there are two of us, it 
sounds as if they are interested anyway, and 
that is always something! 


To work in a State hospital one has to be 
a citizen or have taken out first papers. Now 
that goes against the grain with me as I have 
no intention at present of losing my British 
Citizenship and therefor: would not intend to 
take final papers. Of course I do not at present 
know just what the first papers commit one to. 
I'll find out if I get a chance to go to Bridge- 
port. If it means the difference between a job 
and no job I don't think I have much choice 
anyway. 


How long did it take you to work up a speed 
on the typewriter? My teacher says not to be 
downhearted because it is a slow process. I seem 
to have made more progress with the braille -- of 
course there are only six xeys with that and it 
requires rather memory than manual dexterity. 


I'm afraid I was very depressed the day I met 
you as you were no doubt aware, but I am getting 
over that and I do appreciate your good wishes and 
interest and wish you were not so far away. Thank 
you very much for both. 


wito <indest regards and best wishes for the 
overcoming of your "bumps". 
Yours aye, 


HELEN KELLER My 3, ’ 49 
ARCAN RIDGE On ve x 
STPORT, CONN. 
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